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tinguished soldiers who commanded his armies in a succession
of wars, the 'Grand Monarque5 in the first period of his long
reign of seventy-two years (1643-1715) was able to add to his
dominions the Flemish lands of Artois and Picardy and other
conquests, the most important of which was Alsace, and after
a long war of succession he was able to place a Bourbon king
on the throne of Spain. Success passed from France to her
opponents in the closing years of his reign, when Marlborough
and Eugfene turned the tide of victory against the marshals of
France. His successor, Louis XV, was unfortunate in most of his
wars. England, the rival of France on the seas, and more
closely linked with continental politics by the accession of
William of Orange, was a party to all the leagues against
France in this period, and gained ultimately most of the French
colonies besides immensely developing her naval power.

Conditions of European Land Warfare

Many of the wars of the time dragged on for several years.
This was largely the result of military operations on land, and
to a considerable extent on sea, being usually limited to the
finer months of the year. When autumn was nearing its end
armies went into 'winter quarters'. Winter operations were
rare. There was a tacit truce in the months of rain and snow,
not because men were lacking in endurance, but because the
roads became quagmires over which supply trains and the
cumbrous artillery of the day could not move. So there was
an idle time with the troops in cantonments in towns, villages,
and hut camps, while officers of rank and 'gentlemen volunteers'
had leave to go home for a rest or to attend court in the capitals.

Lack of good roads made it impossible to supply in the field
and place in the battle line very large armies. At Blenheim in
1704 the victorious allies under Marlborough and Eugene
brought a little over 50,000 men.into action against Marshal
Tallard's Franco-Bavarian army of nearly the same strength.
Frederick the Great's victories were won by small armies and,
thanks to his splendid leadership and the thorough training of
his Prussians, often against heavy odds. In his first victory at